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The author has pursued interests in ethnology, linguistics, 
and literary translation for 20 years. His upbringing in a 
Tibetan tribe, education in Tibetan language and literature 
and proficient knowledge of English, Chinese, and German, 
have given him a broad base for professional pursuits. This 
latest book was inspired by teaching Tibetan for more than a 
decade at Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin. He is currently at 
work on a theoretical grammar of modern Tibetan and a novel 
providing an overview of his tribe in the 1895-1960 era. 
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3^'q'^q-^'q'§3q'Sjq'q^3^q'q^'2jq'g'qq^'£''|j^ The author's father and his six siblings and their 
descendants. The oldest, Sha wo 'tsho was born in 1934 and the youngest, Lha mo yag 

was born in 1952. Their descendants live in Bao'an and Gua shi ze townships, 

Reb gong County. The photo was taken in August 2014 by the author in Gua shi ze Township. 
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